Prolonged hemolysis from overheated dialysate.
A patient with chronic renal failure exposed to overheated dialysate (50 degrees C) for 20 minutes developed evidence of delayed and protracted hemolysis, which continued for several days. By contrast, in the only previously reported similar case, sudden gross hemolysis followed by cardiac arrest occurred. It is emphasized that the rapidity and severity of hemolysis due to thermal injury to erythrocytes are dependent upon the duration of exposure and the height of temperature to which extracorporeal blood is exposed. Methods of preventing such incidents and therapeutic approaches are outlined.